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Ordstddulykill Islendinga sagna

Concordance to the Icelandic Family Sagas

(1) Islendinga ségur. Ordstédulykill og texti. Based on the Svart 4 hvitu edition in modern
Icelandic spelling. Editors of the text: Bragi Hallddrsson, Jon Torfason, Sverrir
Tomasson, and Orndlfur Thorsson. Editors of the concordance: Bergljot S.
Kristjansdottir, Eirikur Rognvaldsson (editor in chief), Guorun Ingdlfsdottir, and
Ornolfur Thorsson. Published by Maél og menning, Reykjavik, 1996. URL:
http://www.centrum.is/mm/efni/sagacd.htm

(2) Corpus: Islendingasigur (The Icelandic Family Sagas)
50 texts (40 Sagas, some of them in two versions)
2079 pages in the Svart 4 hvitu edition (1985-86, 1987)
885.000 running words
5 megabytes of text

(3) Number of words and lexemes in five of the longest Family Sagas

Saga Running words Lexemes
Brennu-Njals saga 98.938 3.135
Fgils saga 62.254 2.839
Grettis saga 61.025 3.229
Laxdeela saga 57.467 2.860
Eyrbyggja saga 38.061 2.360

(4) The relative frequency of word classes in the Family Sagas

Lexemes Running words
Is )(©) Is o

Nouns 58,34 56,94 28,25 25,22
Verbs 11,58 12,17 22,95 19,20
Adjjectives 22,81 16,69 3,61 6,68
Adverbs 5,65 7,30 19,60 22,29
Pronouns 0,42 0,54 10,71 12,09
Conjunctions 0,16 0,47 12,86 12,17
Numerals 0,26 5,01 0,71 2,01

(S = the Icelandic Family Sagas, {0 = Islensk ordtidnibdk [Frequency Dictionary of
Icelandic])



(5) The most frequent words in the Family Sagas

1 ogconj 49782 56 buav 2656
2 sapron 45047 57 sjav 2626
3 hann pron 32773 58 einn num/prep/adj 2575
4 ad conj/prep 31802 59 ef conj 2562
5 verav 31299 60 ridav 2426
6 egpron 17992 61 konungur m 2217
7 il prep 15928 62 svarav 2174
8 iprep 14549 63 po adv/conj 2137
9 en conj 13289 64 margur adj 2110
10 er conj 12723 65 skipn 2095
11 aprep 11615 66 spyrjav 2055
12 pé adv 11492 67 minn pron 2040
13 pu pron 11482 68 godur adj 2033
14 hafav 11220 69 Dbidjav 1966
15 madur m 9863 70 heim adv 1961
16 par adv 8645 71 utadv 1905
17 segjav 8636 72 maln 1905
18 um prep 7870 73 enginn pron 1889
19 komav 7741 74 nomur pron 1856
20 farav 7687 75 son(ur) m 1845
21 nuadv 7627 76 megav 1748
22 vid prep 7442 77 fra prep/adv 1729
23 munuv 7331 78 pinn pron 1667
24 med prep 7229 79 hond f 1653
25 svo adv 7154 80 héradv 1648
26 eigi adv 6877 81 fav 1635
27 sinn pron 6014 82 mjog adv 1633
28 fyrir prep 5835 83 atlav 1629
29 sja pron 5829 84 vitav 1618
30 sem conj 5814 85 fén 1598
31 af prep 5477 86 brodir m 1551
32 malav 5149 87 eda conj 1523
33 viljav 4981 88 leggjav 1496
34 mikill adj 4963 89 berav 1459
35 hun pron 4944 90 pegar adv/conj 1432
36 allur pron 4472 91 gefav 1425
37 takav 4469 92 ur prep/adv 1403
38 skuluv 4376 93 fram adv 1398
39 gangav 4313 94 finnav 1397
40 gerav 3913 95 veturm 1394
41 verdav 3895 96 landn 1385
42 fedav 3869 97 radav 1286
43 sig pron 3642 98 sitjav 1187
44 pykjav 3589 99 kona f 1179
45 ekki adv 3283 100 standa v 1174
46 eftir adv/prep 3269 101 rad n 1153
47 annar pron 3261 102 dagur m 1135
48 hinn pron/art 3156 103 bjdda v 1121
49 vel adv 3134 104 hlaupa v 1101
50 hver pron 3035 105 kalla v 1099
51 upp adv 2943 106 yfir prep 1091
52 sidan adv 2858 107 fyrr adv 1085
53 eigav 2850 108 fraendi m 1057
54 latav 2787 109 4dur adv 1046

55 heita v 2661 110 jarl m 1032



(6)The most frequent words in four main word classes in the Sagas vs. Modern

Icelandic

Is IO nouns Is IO adjectives Is IO verbs Is IO adv/prep

01 01 madur 9863 01 01 mikill 4963 01 O1 vera 31299 01 04 til 15928
02 -~ konungur 2217 02 03 margur 2110 02 02 hafa 11220 02 01 1 14549
03 85 skip 2095 03 02 godur 2033 03 05 segja 8636 03 02 4 11615
04 12 mal 1905 04 04 litill 996 04 03 koma 7741 04 17 pa 11492
05 86 son(ur) 1845 05 -~ illur 465 05 06 fara 7687 05 16 par 8645
06 07 hond 1653 06 37 sannur 429 06 26 munu 7331 06 06 um 7870
o7 -- fé 1598 07 23 far 428 07 -- mala 5149 07 19 nu 7627
08 45 brodir 1551 08 83 daudur 304 08 19 vilja 4981 08 05 vid 7442
09 -~ vetur 1394 09 06 stor 294 09 08 taka 4469 09 07 med 7229
10 14 land 1385 10 05 gamall 288 10 31 skulu 4376 10 11 svo 7154
11 10 kona 1179 11 73 kyrr 259 11 17 ganga 4313 11 -~ eigi 6877
12 77 rad 1153 12 43 fyrri 256 12 10 gera 3913 12 10 fyrir 5835
13 03 dagur 1135 13 64 var 249 13 04 verda 3895 13 08 af 5477
14 -~ freendi 1057 14 27 sterkur 245 14 -~ kveda 3869 14 03 ekki 3283
15 - jarl 1032 15 11 ungur 233 15 44 pykja 3589 15 12 eftir 3269
16 29 fadir 990 16 30 vis 232 16 09 eiga 2850 16 23 vel 3134
17 63 ferd 939 17 -~ vondur 230 17 18 lata 2787 17 14 upp 2943
18 -~ sumar 878 18 09 langur 229 18 54 heita 2661 18 37 sidan 2858
19 83 dottir 844 19 -~ sar 224 19 34 bua 2656 19 24 po 2137
20 -~ Ding 805 20 32 halfur 212 20 11 sja 2626 20 54 heim 1961
21 17 ord 793 21 81 vaenn 189 21 -~ rida 2426 21 20 ut 1905
22 -~ hestur 789 22 -~ verdur 189 22 51 svara 2174 22 15 fra 1729
23 37 nott 758 23 36 likur 189 23 30 spyrja 2055 23 31 hér 1648
24 -~ tidindi 740 24 -~ vitur 182 24 82 bidja 1966 24 42 mjog 1633
25 -~ fundur 733 25 51 hardur 173 25 21 mega 1748 25 -~ begar 1432
26 -~ lid 730 26 70 vanur 167 26 14 fa 1635 26 13 ur 1403
27 39 ber 723 27 49 heill 166 27 27 atla 1629 27 22 fram 1398
28 -~ bondi 712 28 -~ laus 155 28 15 vita 1618 28 21 yfir 1091
29 -~ sverd 674 29 -~ sekur 154 29 20 leggja 1496 29 34 fyrr 1085
30 47 hlutur 636 30 vinseell 148 30 23 bera 1459 30 30 &dur 1046
31 -- sok 604 31 -- skyldur 144 31 29 gefa 1425 31 29 saman 983
32 -~ bu 561 32 25 midur 137 32 13 finna 1397 32 26 inn 964
33 43 hofud 523 33 14 fullur 136 33 55 rada 1286 33 36 undir 388
34 38 modir 488 34 90 fagur 127 34 35 sitja 1187 34 48 heldur 821
35 -~ vig 482 35 -~ audugur 125 35 16 standa 1174 35 -~ brott 798
36 42 vin(ur) 473 36 -~ fridur 122 36 70 bjoda 1121 36 35 enn 780
37 -~ visa 471 27 17 réttur 120 37 99 hlaupa 1101 37 38 nidur 779
38 08 leid 468 38 15 nastur 119 38 39 kalla 1099 38 62 ofan 778
39 09 sinn 466 39 -- kunnugur 114 39 12 halda 976 39 27 aftur 751
40 44 kveld 466 40 -~ liklegur 111 40 53 falla 938 40 38 moti 739
41 -- vopn 458 41 -~ reidur 110 41 42 skilia 909 41 25 hja 706
42 51 morgunn 444 42 76 rikur 105 42 -~ drepa 856 42 92 illa 667
43 15 hus 402 43 -- fjolmennur 104 43 24 sctja 841 43 43 lengi 622
44 -~ fotur 401 44 47 skammur 103 44 33 liggja 792 44 -~ hversu 610
45 -- spjot 389 45 -- gofugur 102 45 69 leita 790 45 81 pangad 599
46 -~ sveinn 388 46 96 veita 765 46 -~ aldrei 585
47 -~ vor 385 47 89 saxkja 749 47 49 ner 575
48 -~ kostur 382 48 96 hoggva 716 48 88 mikid 568
49 -~ skjoldur 374 49 78 senda 620 49 44 milli 567

50 32 bak 374 50 07 geta 620 50 59 utan 556



(7)

Nominative
Accusative
Daftive
Genitive

Masc.
IS
41,25
32,87
17,72
8,16

Fem.

Is
16,95
45,63
26,38
11,03

Neut.

Is
14,04
50,74
24,40
10,81

All genders

Is
27,54
41,13
21,71

9,62

o
27,6
30,9
30,2
11,3



